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is only partially and at points intelligible, but as a
whole escapes our comprehension. All the works
of Maya look like the production of a suprarational
magical Power which arranges things according to-
ils wisdom or its phantasy, but a wisdom which is.
not ours and a phantasy which baffles our imagina-
tion. The Spirit that manifests things or manifests
itself in them so obscurely, looks to our reason like
a Magician and his power or Maya a creative magic:

but magic can create illusions or it can create
astounding realities, and we find it difficult to
decide which of these suprarational processes faces.
us in this universe.

But, in fact, the cause of this impression must
necessarily be sought not in anything illusory or
fantastic in the Supreme or the universal Self-
existence, but in our own inability to seize the
supreme clue to its manifold existence or discover
the secret plan and pattern of its action. The Self-
existent is the Infinite and its way of being and of
action must be the way of the Infinite, but our
consciousness is limited, our reason built upon
things finite: it is irrational to suppose that a finite
consciousness and reason can be a measure of the
Infinite; this smallness cannot judge that Immensity;

this poverty bound to a limited use of its scanty
means cannot conceive the opulent management of
those riches; an ignorant half-knowledge cannot
follow the motions of an All-Knowledge. Our
reasoning is based upon our experience of the finite
operations of physical Nature, on an incomplete
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